Mayor’s Moment:

            Last month on Wednesday, November 9th, I had the honor of serving with seven other individuals on Congressman Tom Latham’s Military Academy Nomination Selection Committee.  As a group, we interviewed 16 outstanding young men and women who want to serve their country by becoming an officer in one of our services.  As one would expect, the competition level was extremely keen with each having incredible resumes.  I commended all of the applicants for their willingness to serve this great nation and pointed out to them that less than 1% of today’s society serves in the military.  That fact in itself, makes a statement as to the caliber and patriotism of those who applied.
            Members of Congress may nominate applicants who meet the eligibility requirements established by law.  Senators nominate from applicants in their entire state while Representatives nominate from applicants domiciled in their congressional districts as constituted at the time of their election.  Out of the sixteen candidates that qualified to be interviewed by Congressman Latham, two of them were from Norwalk -- Lucas Kordick and Alec La Velle.  I can tell you these two young men represented themselves and Norwalk in a superb manner.  Lucas is currently a Freshman at Iowa Lakes Community College and Alec a Senior a Norwalk HS.  To give you an example of just the academic competition, Lucas had a 3.79 GPA ranking him 22/183 in the Class of ’11 and Alec’s GPA is currently 3.76 putting him 11/161 in the Class of ’12.

            The biggest take-away that I got from this experience is that we have some great American citizens, like Lucas and Alec, that will be outstanding leaders for this country in the future.  Actually, they have already demonstrated strong leadership skills through their academics, sports and extra curricular activities.  I commend Lucas and Alec for who and what they are and wish them the best as they pursue their military careers!

            As you enjoy the Holiday Season with family and friends, please be safe and have a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

                                                                                                Mayor Doug Pierce

            

