Mayor’s Moment:

Veteran’s Day has passed, but I hope that you all took time to thank those Vet’s that you know who made such incredible sacrifices to provide the freedoms that we have.   And speaking of those freedoms; let me talk about an issue that is impacting the “tranquility” of Norwalk.

At two of our recent Council Meetings, two citizens have addressed the Council about the possibility of Norwalk establishing a curfew ordinance.  The reason for their request was because of what some youth are doing “after hours”.  For example, personal property has been damaged/destroyed and pool furniture, broken glass/debris thrown in the Legacy Pool on more than one occasion.  The Council debated this subject for quite some time but decided (thus far) to not implement a curfew ordinance. 

            One of the biggest reasons to not pass such an ordinance is because of the “manpower” it takes to enforce it.  Once a person is detained, then it becomes the Police Officer’s responsibility to monitor that individual until he/she can be delivered or picked up by their parents.  In some cases, it is difficult to get the parents to answer the phone if called, to wake them up by knocking on the door or the parents just want their child to “sweat” for a while and, hopefully, learn a lesson.  Meanwhile, the Police Officer now becomes a “baby sitter” until a parent responds and cannot be performing their normal duties.

            A few years ago, TV Channel 8 would start off their late news with the statement, “It is ten o’clock.  Do you know where your children are?”  I know that we are talking about a very, very small percentage of individuals, but I ask that we all take responsibility to monitor the actions of those who we are responsible for and be cognizant of what is going on “after hours”.

                                                                                                            Mayor Doug Pierce 

